


Favria: Focus on Musician Riccardo Gresino 
 
"Today I live in Los Angeles, but I don’t forget my roots" 
 
A Canavese native now touring America and Australia 
In 2024 alone, he performed 101 shows and released an album in collaboration with a 
renowned Spanish artist. 
Favria: The connection between Canavese and music is a complex topic. In the past, the scene 
was vibrant and full of energy, thanks to a few bands and original projects. Nowadays, the lack 
of dedicated spaces is compromising artistic expression in this area, situated between Turin, 
Chivasso, and Valle d’Aosta. However, if we focus on the "formative humus"—talent and 
perseverance—there are still national and international talents emerging from this region. 
One such case is Riccardo Gresino, born and raised in Favria, now building a successful 
career as a musician in Los Angeles. The year 2024 was remarkable for Riccardo; he 
performed 101 shows across America and Australia and released a brand-new album, Good 
Grief, in collaboration with renowned Spanish hip-hop artist Tristan Simone. This independent 
project was mixed by an Atlantic Records manager—one of the industry’s giants—and is 
available on all streaming platforms, with a vinyl release coming soon. These achievements are 
just a glimpse of the success and satisfaction this pianist has gained in recent years. 
Let’s take a step back. Born in 1992, Riccardo first learned piano thanks to his uncle, a choir 
director. His early love for music began with The Beatles, followed by his discovery of jazz, 
which became a defining milestone in his journey. 
After gaining experience playing in musical groups, he decided to pursue formal studies at 
the Conservatory of Alessandria, where he earned both his degree and master's degree. 
Completing his academic path, Riccardo’s determination played a key role in turning his passion 
into a profession. 
He earned a scholarship to the prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he 
chose to move. “It was an incredible learning experience, not only in terms of education but 
especially for the professional connections I built there—connections that are still strong today.” 
In Boston, for example, he met jazz fusion bassist Aubrey Situmorang, with whom he has a 
long-standing artistic collaboration. 
After graduating from Berklee, he decided to move to Los Angeles, California, a city where 
the music industry is thriving and constantly evolving. In the City of Angels, Riccardo became 
the keyboardist and music director of The Life and Music of George Michael, a show that 
took him on tour through a vast number of sold-out theaters across the U.S. and Australia. At 
the same time, he joined the band of renowned American country singer Presley Tennant, 
playing numerous shows across the States. 
Amid these activities, Riccardo also works as a session musician, collaborates with well-
known artists, teaches music, and plays at Protestant and gospel churches on weekends. His 
career is still in its early stages, and his dreams include continuing his work with Tristan 
Simone, collaborating and recording with Poe (the famous '90s alternative rock artist), and one 
day earning a Grammy nomination or award. A particularly proud achievement for Riccardo 
was recording piano for Brazilian artist Rubel’s album, which was nominated at the 2024 Latin 
Grammy Awards. 
These are significant accomplishments for this son of Canavese, who continues to make his 
region proud. “I still proudly consider myself 100% a child of Piedmont, Canavese, and 
Favria. The U.S. offers far more opportunities for pursuing a career as a musician, but I will 
never forget my roots.” 
Gabriele Amante 
 


