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IL CANAVESE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26th 2022

A DREAM COMES TRUE FOR THE MUSICIAN PLAYING RENOWNED
VENUES STARTING JANUARY 19th.

The Favria-born Riccardo Gresino tours Canada and the US paying tribute to the
great George Michael.

FAVRIA Riccardo Gresino’s American Dream just turned into reality. Born in 1992 from Favria,
He is officially Music Director and keyboard player for “The Life And Music Of George
Michael” US tour. A very important achievement that keeps him busy touring since January 19th
between the US and Canada. Among the first stops there's the prestigious Los Angeles, where
Riccardo is currently based.

“An indescribable emotion - exciting and even a bit scary - on the opening night. That was our
ultimate test. We’ve been on the road for a week now: we play and then we get ready for our next
stop. A very well-deserved and built over time success that now allows Riccardo to celebrate.
“We sold out in LA the first night. We got a standing ovation. It was just incredible!”.

The dream of his life, as he calls it “ I’ve always loved Music but I always was somewhat
cautious with it. I then decided to pursue it seriously. I studied at the Conservatory of Alessandria
and auditioned every time I had the opportunity: I wanted to make a living out of Music. I had
my breakthrough at Umbria Jazz, where I won a scholarship.” Riccardo Gresino then left for the
US where he kept studying and experimenting. “I was in Boston when COVID hit. I decided to
stay there, commit to my projects and jobs to pay my rent and keep learning. I learned a lot in
that period and now, also thanks to that experience, I understood that I really want to be a Music
Director in my career”.

After the Boston experience, Riccardo moves out to Los Angeles where he auditions for the tour
that will later on see him in the frontline.

“I saw the posting on an Alumni job board and I tried. I’ve always tried without giving up and
used every audition as a learning opportunity. I had some prepared pieces and I was initially
hired as keyboard player. I then also took over the role of Music Director, gladly accepting it.
There’s a lot of work to be done in order to prepare this show: they fully trusted me and believed
in me. This is such an important achievement and I am really thrilled at the idea that I got the
gig. We’ve been tirelessly working since September. I had to come up with the most efficient

way to run the show flawlessly”.
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But Riccardo doesn’t forget where he comes from, his family and origins:

“ I must admit I miss my friends and loved ones a lot. I hope I can visit the Canavese area
sometime soon and keep inspiring the new generation of kids who might be doubtful about
themselves, just like I was. You never have to give up: you have to work hard for your luck and
make it yourself.”
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